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JEWISH YOUTH AND FAMILY 
TZEDAKAH DAY 

 OCTOBER 29, 2006 IN METAIRIE!

For the fourth consecutive year, the Jewish Children’s Regional Service will be
conducting a Youth and Family Tzedakah Day to wrap holiday gifts for low-income youth.

Until Hurricane Katrina and Rita hit, the recipients of the holiday gifts were
exclusively Jewish youth and institutionalized adults.  Since the twin disasters, Christmas gift
packages, as well as Hanukkah gift packages are being prepared and wrapped.

Tzedakah Day in New Orleans is scheduled for Sunday, October 29, 2006 from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Goldring-Woldenberg Campus.  A TV will be available, so
all can watch the Saints game, as they wrap gifts.

In the Fall of 2006, holiday gifts were wrapped for 300 Jewish youth and 400 Christian
youth.  Since each recipient received 8-10 small gifts, approximately 7,000 gifts were
wrapped.  

As a result of the problems created in Greater New Orleans by Hurricane Katrina, last
year’s gift wrapping program took place in November at the Houston JCC.  Many Houston
area congregations and Jewish organizations, in combination with the Retired Senior
Volunteer Program of Houston, supplied volunteers who contributed and wrapped gifts, and
constructed holiday cards.

In December, 2005, after some gift packages were already shipped to various locations,
the JCRS rented a truck in Houston and dropped additional holiday gifts off in Beaumont,
Texas and Lake Charles, Louisiana before proceeding to New Orleans. 

When the truck arrived in New Orleans, wrapped Hanukkah gifts and cards were then
distributed to JCRS clients and residents of Woldenberg Village.  Donated Judaica was
distributed to New Orleans residents and additional Hanukkah gifts were presented to Jewish
youth at the community-wide Hanukkah party. 

Please contact the JCRS to either refer new Hanukkah gift clients, or to answer
questions about the event on October 29.  The phone number is (504) 828-6334, 1-800-729-
5277  or e-mail jcrs_south@yahoo.com.



Houston Youth Group Leader Debi Mishael helps a group of Houston youth and 
New Orleans youth wrap gifts at the Houston JCC in November 2005

Houston Youth with some of the 700 packages and 7000 gifts that were wrapped 
in November 2005



New Orleans youth wrapping gifts and having fun at the 2004 Tzedakah Day in New Orleans.


